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LOUD SHIRT DAY 
Statement 

HON ALANNA CLOHESY (East Metropolitan) [9.58 pm]: Mr President, you may have noticed that 
members on this side of the chamber are wearing brighter clothes, accessories and other adornments than they 
usually do. That is because this morning members of the Labor Party celebrated Loud Shirt Day, which is 
a national fundraising campaign that has been running for more than 13 years. It is an excuse to wear bright 
clothes to help raise funds for, in the case of Western Australia, Telethon Speech and Hearing. On Loud Shirt 
Day about $60 000 is raised to assist Telethon Speech and Hearing with its work, which is to teach children with 
speech and language or hearing impairments to listen and speak. 

Telethon Speech and Hearing provides evidence-based programs to make sure that students develop the 
communication skills required for effective learning in school settings and to assist them to achieve 
independence throughout their life. Telethon Speech and Hearing has 79 babies and toddlers in its  
hearing-impaired program; 140 children and families in its speech and language program; and 46 students in its 
school-based programs. It also runs the Power of Speech Awards whereby children from each state go into 
a competition and deliver a speech on a topic of their choice. Two children from each state are chosen to deliver 
a speech at the national awards. 

Two children who participated in the Power of Speech Awards in WA addressed Labor members today at our 
special morning tea; they were Nicole Wilson and Sam Ryan. Nicole is in year 4 at St Luke’s Catholic Primary 
School in Woodvale. She likes playing netball—an interest that I share with her—building Lego creations and 
playing the guitar. Nicole addressed our members on the topic of the suffragettes. We all learned something from 
her interesting talk. Her public speaking skills were exceptional and she was very, very funny. 

Sam Ryan also addressed members this morning at our morning tea. Sam is in year 6 at St Pius X Catholic 
School in Manning. Sam likes the AFL and cricket. Unfortunately, he does not like Collingwood; he likes the 
Dockers, but the fact that he likes AFL is a good thing. Sam addressed us on what he likes about camping and its 
benefits; he enjoys camping with his family down at Walpole. Again, Sam’s speech was engaging and witty and 
he has very, very good public speaking skills. With Nicole and Sam were members of their families, including 
Annina and Daniel Wilson, Rosa and Nick Paolino, Paul Ryan and Sam’s grandparents Ron and Helen Howard. 

We were pleased to host this morning tea and to assist with raising funds for Telethon Speech and Hearing on 
Loud Shirt Day. Loud Shirt Day is officially next Friday, so I encourage members to don their loud shirts, ties 
and accessories and join the campaign to raise funds for a very, very important organisation in Western 
Australia. 
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